Just Because We Got Engaged
After 5 Months of Courtship,
Doesn’t Mean You Should Too

It’s time to make this official statement:
just because we
got engaged after 5 months of courtship, doesn’t mean you
should too.”
Let me tell you about someone who rushed into marriage when
she shouldn’t have.
Jennifer was desperate to get married, and after reading many
books about courtship, she decided to pressure her boyfriend
to marry her. They had been courting for 4 months and she
wanted to to ensure she got her ring within 6 months!
Deep down, she knew there were a few troubling aspects of her
relationship. For one thing, he was very secretive and would
not allow her to touch his phone, even to use his apps. One
time, she outright asked him if he was concerned she would see
some sensitive texts and he teased that she was acting
jealous.

The other troubling issue was that even though he told her he
had an annulment years ago, he could never quite get around to
showing her the official papers.
But she wanted to marry and she was afraid that 6 months would
come and go with no sign of a ring.
So she pressured him until he proposed to her. He finally did
show her the annulment papers and they were married within a
year.
They were also separated after five months due to infidelity,
and sadly divorced within a year.

What Can You Learn From This Story?
Since I’ve been writing about courtship, I have become more
and more aware that sometimes readers don’t use posts as
guidelines, but as literal maps.
It is important to know that there courtship guidelines are
just that: guidelines.

It is true that if you are following “The Four Stages of
Courtship”, which I first heard about through Fr Chad
Ripperger, engagement usually happens around 6 months, and no
longer than a year. However, your mileage may vary.
It is also true that I am really passionate about women not
wasting their time. The key to not wasting your time is to get
good at sorting and filtering, and knowing when it is time to
move on.
The power of NEXT is tremendous.

What if You Are Ready to Be Engaged
After 5 Months?
If you go through the proper stages of courtship the proper
way: friendship, courtship, engagement & marriage, it is
possible you might get engaged after 5 months or 6 months, or
7.
But do not allow the length of days to force you into a bad
marriage.
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